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In Memory 

My Brothers, 
The upcoming Lodge Spring Ordeal is going to be an amazing 
weekend and definitely one that you will not want to miss. Come out to Tanah 
Keeta on March 7-9th and fulfill your Obligation to the Order. Aal-Pa-Tah’s Spring 
Ordeal weekend is quickly approaching. Please come join the Lodge in welcoming 
our new Brothers, and in completing some meaningful service towards getting TK 
ready for summer camp. 

 
It's also another way to show those who elected you your support for not only 
them but the Order too. After some cheerful service for camp Tanah Keeta, we 
will have an awesome night full of movies, games, raffles, video games, amazing 
food, a carnival, amptguard, broom hockey, beading projects, lodge ball, and an 
OUTSTANDING 237 surprise! 
 
This is going to be an awesome weekend that everyone should sign up for and 
come out to have a blast! It’ll be a great time and I look forward to seeing 237 
members at this weekend! Register before the 28th of February for the best deal!  
 
 
WWW, 

Tommy Wilson 
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Chiefly Speaking 

Adviser’s Minute 
 Every year right after Banquet I start fretting? Why? Spring Ordeal. Spring Ordeal is the largest and most important event 
that the Lodge hosts each year, and it is the most difficult. It is difficult because there are so many different components – communi-
cation before the Ordeal, the Call-Out, registration, the Ordeal itself, the ceremonies, the feast, the Saturday fun, and the New Arrow-
man orientation. It is the most important because most of our newly elected Candidates choose this weekend to do their Ordeal. 
 Since becoming Lodge Adviser, the question I always worry about this time of year is… what can we do to get more new 
members to return to the Lodge after their Ordeal? The fact is this past year, of the 129 Arrowmen inducted in March, 32 attended 
the summer event and 33 attended the Fall Ordeal. Then in the Fall we inducted 22 more Candidates and for Winter Fellowship we 
had a total of 19 new members in attendance.  It is known nationwide as “sash and dash”. 
 When I became Lodge Adviser, I thought perhaps that our Ordeal weekends themselves needed to be improved  so this did-
n't occur. As we improved our Ordeals, we also started giving out surveys on Sunday mornings. We took each survey and typed up the 
comments, and learned from our mistakes. Our last two Ordeals had mostly very favorable comments – yet still the sash and dash.  So 
if new Arrowmen have a positive Ordeal experience why are they not returning? This question has been tumbling around in my head 
and last week a thought hit me like a brick. I thought back to my own Ordeal and I had an epiphany! I, Amanda Pantone, Lodge Ad-
viser, was a sash and dasher!!! Yep, after my Ordeal I did not attend but a small handful of Lodge events until I became the Adviser. 
Shocking, yes! Why? My Ordeal experience was fine, the various tests of the Ordeal were fine (I actually enjoyed it). The ceremonies 
were meaningful, the feast was great. So why did I not return? 
 It wasn’t cause I was too busy or didn't have fun. I realized why….. After the feast on Saturday night I remember thinking… 
“So what do I do now?” I don’t recall anyone talking to me other than one of my two family members who were in attendance. There 
were people talking and having fun, but I felt like an outsider. I think I went to my tent and fell asleep. I did not return because this 
was not my Lodge this was “their” Lodge. 
 So, let’s fast forward to this upcoming Ordeal. In retrospect, I think while we put great effort into making this a great event, 
we might be looking in the wrong place. It is not about the event, it is ALL about the people, our candidates, soon to be members of 
our Lodge. From the moment each person steps foot into TK, we all need to make sure that every member knows that this is not OUR 
event hosted by OUR lodge for THEM but it is THEIR event hosted by THEIR Lodge and each of them is what makes Aal-Pa-Tah truly 
special!!!! 
WWW, 

Amanda Pantone 

My Brothers, 
 For those who weren’t able to make it to the Banquet, you missed a great program, awe-
some food, and a ton of awards. Mr. Gallant was playing tunes and the dining hall was decorated re-
splendently with our next year's theme SUPER HEROS. A special thanks to Aaron Gluck, our Banquet 
Chairman, and all the members of his committee. All of the Lodge Chairmen and Advisers received a Travis tumblers cup as a 
token of appreciation for their service. Members were tapped out for the Vigil Honor and others received their Elangomat Black 
Sash. Thanks to all who made the Lodge Banquet such a success. 
 Coming up next is Spring Ordeal. Tommy Wilson is putting together an awesome program 
packed with fun. He is planning to top the last 237 Surprise, which was awesome. We have work 
projects planned during the day, and we will have an awesome party at night! I hope to see every-
one out at Camp Tanah Keeta for our the biggest Induction weekend of the Year! I’m glad to tell you 
all that I have seen the weekend menu and it is definitely going to be amazing. Please pre-register as 
soon as possible and be sure to bring your own cups as our ongoing initiative to Leave No Trace. 
 Right after Spring Ordeal, is SECTION CONFERENCE 2014! Hosted by Echockotee Lodge 
#200, this is going to be a really great conference! Aal-Pa-Tah hopes to bring one of the largest con-
tingents we have ever brought to a Section Conference. If you do not attend this weekend, you will 
definitely be missing out. The event only costs $55 for the entire weekend (covers registration fee, 
Fun Pack, lunch and gas money). We need everyone’s help to show the rest of Section S-4 the power 
and might of Aal-Pa-Tah Lodge 237! Be sure to register soon! 
WWW, 

Daniel Olbrych 



 

 

Officer Reports 

Lodge Historian 
Brothers,  
 I am looking forward to upcoming Ordeal Weekend 
and Section Conference. I will be at both events to record our 
Lodge history in photos as it happens. I have uploaded many 
new photos to the Lodge website from our past couple of 
events. Feel free take a look. Email Lodge237@gmail.com if 
you have pictures to add to the site. I am also working on the 
King’s Cup for the competition at Section Conference. Feel free 
to make suggestions to help make it a real winner. Let’s do our 
best to bring home First Place for the King’s Cup at this year’s 
Section Conference! 
WWW,  

Leonardo Herrera 

Vice Chief of Service 
My Brothers,  
 The amount of service that we have put into TK over 
the last few months is amazing and camp is changing. But the 
need for Cheerful Service remains the same and our Lodge still 
has a large role to play in maintaining and improving our camp. 
We made great progress on the Mike Machek Trail. I'm looking 
forward to seeing all of you at the Spring Ordeal, where we will 
be doing Cheerful Service. Service with a smile and inviting our 
new inductees into our Brotherhood of Cheerful Service. 
WWW, 

Matt Jones 

Vice Chief of Inductions 
My Brothers, 
 We are actively preparing for the Ordeal! If you wish 
to be an Elangomat, please note it on your registration.  We 
are always looking for new ceremonialists, so please contact 
me if you are interested.  It is a great way to give back to the 
Lodge and to learn more about the meaning of the Ceremo-
nies.  Congratulations to all 34 Brothers who sealed their mem-
bership on 2/8/14. Thank you to everyone who makes the In-
ductions process run smoothly.  I cannot do it alone.  I look 
forward to seeing you all at the Ordeal where we can actively 
welcome our new Brothers into the Order.  
WWW, 

Mike McLoughlin 

Lodge Treasurer 
Brothers, 
    Since I last wrote in the Gator Tales, a lot has happened in 
my department. First, the Lodge Box was open for business at 
Winter Fellowship, but sales were unfortunately not very sig-
nificant. After Winter Fellowship, I completed the Lodge 
Budget for 2014. There is one more event I would like to men-
tion. On February 7 and 8, the Lodge Box was also open for 
business during the Palm Beach Tradeoree and we did very 
well as a lodge. I did not get an official count on the amount 
but my advisor and I estimated that $1,000 worth of items 
were sold. Look forward to seeing you all at Spring Ordeal. 
WWW,  

George Cooper 

Vice Chief of Program 
Our Ordeal is just around the corner and 
we plan on welcoming these new candi-

dates in a BIG way!   This will be the BEST ordeal weekend in the 
history of our Lodge. We will be doing a new chapter competi-
tion in order to get more member s out to join into our awe-
some events. The details of this competition are in the Forum 
section of GT under Chapter Competitions.  Be sure to welcome 
all the candidates into the home we have found in brotherhood 
and make them life long members of the OA. 
Submitted by Daniel Olbrych 

Lodge Secretary 
 My Brothers we have a lot of events coming up.  The 
Spring Ordeal is right around the corner and I hope all of you 
will encourage any Candidate you know to attend the Ordeal. 
Also coming up we have Section Conference where we will be 
competing in the Website and Publications Competitions. Over 
the past year we have worked to improve the Gator Tales and 
revamp the website.  If anyone has any suggestions on how we 
can improve either, I'd love to hear your feedback.  Also if any-
one is interested in getting involved in the publication or web-
site process feel free to contact me for more info 
at ahg1996@yahoo.com  
WWW,  

Aaron Gluck 
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Chapter Corner 
A-Bani-Ki 

Brothers, 
 Our meetings are every second Monday of the month at 
7:00. I hope to see you at the next meeting and at the Spring 
Ordeal. If you still haven't purchased a chapter shirt, you should 
because they’re awesome.  Feel free to contact me at 
gyentz@gmail.com if you are interested or have any questions 
about the upcoming Ordeal. It's No Lie: the Best Chapter Is A-
Bani-Ki.   All this can be found at the new Lodge website www.aal
-pa-tah.org. 
WWW,    

Greg Yentz 
A-Bani-Ki Chapter Chief  

OA High Adventure 

Oi-Ya-Tah 
Brothers, 
 Oi-Ya-Tah chapter is doing well. We had our District 
Callout on February 2nd at the Klondike Derby.  The ceremony 
went off without a hitch, and we plan to see the Candidates 
again at the Ordeal.  In other news, our Chapter meetings are 
still held during Roundtable and our attendance has been 
amazing over the last couple months, let's keep it up. I hope to 
see you all at our next meeting. 
WWW,    

Jeremy Johnson 
Oi-Ya-Tah Chapter Chief  

The OA High Adventure Program seems to be growing more and more popular among our Lodge’s members. 
This program gives the opportunity to meet those from other Lodges, perform service projects that last for years to 
come, and to experience adventure like no other.  The programs include Wilderness Voyage and Canadian Odyssey at Northern 
Tier, Trail Crew at Philmont Scout Ranch, Ocean Adventure at our very own Florida Keys, and lastly the newest program, the Sum-
mit Experience at the Bechtel Summit.  These all provide many opportunities, all you need to do it sign up today!  You can contact 
lodge237@gmail.com if you are interested or would like to have more information. 
WWW,  

Matt Mirandi 
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The Forum 

The Forum 
 The Forum is a place in GT where everyone from 
Chairman to Arrowman can speak.  We accept all submis-
sions, so If you have something you want to say in the next 
issue, please submit it to lodge237@gmail.com 

Brotherhood 
 I am glad to say that we were able to have 4 more 
Brothers get their Brotherhood over the Winter Fellow-
ship.  At the last Brotherhood Ceremony on February 8 we 
had an astonishing 34 bothers get their  Brotherhood. Due to 
that record breaking number we will not have a Brotherhood 
Ceremony at the next Ordeal weekend.  I will be holding a 
Brotherhood counseling though if anyone is eligible. 
WWW, 

Tommy Wilson. 

From the Kitchen 
 The kitchen staff is doing well and is looking forward to 
the upcoming year. We have a tasty menu planned for the Spring 
Ordeal, so make sure you are there. We are currently looking for 
youth to help in the Kitchen, so if you think that the Kitchen is 
something for you, come in and help out. It could be for the day, 
a meal, or even just serving. Your help is always appreciated. We 
also love to hear from you about the meals that we cook, so feel 
free to just tell us. I'll see you in line. 
WWW,  

Evan White 

Lodge Website 
 The website is currently going great. We are making some 
minor changes here and there to get the site prepared for competi-
tion at Section Conference and to improve functionality for you. It 
is mostly just little things that you won't even notice. I do like see-
ing how many people look at the site, and it is astounding to see 
how many of you actually use it. Please pass your pictures onto the 
site if you want to share them with the Lodge. If you have any com-
ments or suggestions for the site, please email the Lodge at 
lodge237@gmail.com. 
WWW 

Evan W. 
Website Chairman 

Trail Crew 
 In the past two months, much progress has been made 
on the Mike Machek Trail from rerouting parts of the Trail, to 
placing the brand new trail markers. I was extremely happy to see 
the amount of Cheerful Service that has been put into making this 
Trail better and better!  In addition to this, I encourage every 
member of the Lodge to take some time to hike the Trail and to 
talk to me about how you can make your experience with it even 
better. 
WWW, 

Matt Mirandi 

Ceremonies  
 Your Lodge needs your service! "Who among you now is 
ready who will go upon the journey", you all agreed to serve in 
these words from the Pre-Ordeal ceremony. We are looking for 
new Brothers to perform one of the greatest honors in the OA, to 
portray a part in the ceremony. All members Ordeal, Brother-
hood, and Vigil with any interest in Ceremonies should consider 
joining the Ceremonies Team to help spread the message of the 
Order. If you would like to join but are hesitant about what being 
a Ceremonialist means or the commitment involved, I'd love to 
talk to you. If you have any questions about the ceremonies or 
how to get involved you can contact me at 561-383-0471 or email 
me at ahg1996@yahoo.com.   
WWW, 

Aaron Gluck 

Chapter Competition  
 Our awesome round of unit elections resulted in 
over 285 Candidates that are “eligible” for membership. 
Right now there are a little over 75 of them that have signed 
up for the Ordeal weekend. We need to make this a BIG 
number, so we are going to give your Chapter an opportu-
nity for real bragging rights!   The Chapter with the highest 
percentage of candidates at the Ordeal (number at Ordeal 
divided by the total eligible from your chapter) will be recog-
nized as the BEST RECRUITING Chapter for this week-
end.  Your Chapter will not only have bragging rights, but 
there will also be an amazing prize for your Chapter.  We will 
leave the registration open for the first 200 candidates so 
make sure your chapter is 100% before we hit that number! 
We want to welcome these new members to our Lodge in a 
really BIG way, and what better way to say welcome than to 
show them how many members of your Chapter came to 
welcome them!   We also need a BIG number of members to 
welcome them, so we are going to give your Chapter an op-
portunity for even more bragging rights!   The Chapter with 
the highest percentage of members at the Ordeal (number 
of members at Ordeal divided by the total membership of 
your Chapter) will recognized as the BEST SUPPORTING 
Chapter for this weekend.  Your Chapter will not only have 
another opportunity for bragging rights, but there will also 
be another amazing prize for your Chapter.    The winning 
Chapter will not know what the prize is (or that they won) 
until the Saturday evening Feast, but trust us……..this one 
will also be amazing!  
 We are going to hold registration open (without 
penalties) until February 28th (the Friday before Ordeal)
………to give you the best opportunity possible to make this 
the BIGGEST Ordeal weekend in the history of our Lodge. 

mailto:lodge237@gmail.com?subject=GatorTales_Forum
mailto:lodge237@gmail.com?subject=GatorTales_Forum
mailto:ahg1996@yahoo.com.?subject=Gator%20Tales%20Inquiry_Ceremonies


 

 

The Winter Fellowship was a blast and one of the best weekends that we have 
ever done. It started off with a great Friday night program lead by Tommy Wil-
son. In a series of competitions, all of the Chapters did their best and had a 
great time. Saturday morning brought some meaningful service projects, then 
came a Brotherhood Ceremony. After dinner. we all had fun outside using our 
Lodge’s new INFLATABLE, and finishing off the chapter competitions. These con-
sisted of a lot of different relays and fun western games. Overall this weekend 
was a blast and you should mark the date for next year. 

Winter Fellowship  



 

 

Banquet 

Lodge Adviser’s Award 
Daniel Olbrych 

 
Founders Award 

Trina Carnes 
Daniel Olbrych 

 
James E West 

James Herrera 
David Pantone 
Geri Regan 

Awards Presented at the Banquet 

Brothers, 
 The Banquet was a huge success!  The event went 
off without a hitch there was food, games, patches, 
awards, and giveaways. We  honored our new Vigil Honor 
Class and gave out our Lodge awards. We kicked off our 
year and our new theme Superheros. This is only the start 
of a great year and we all look forward to seeing everyone 
at the rest of our events. At the conclusion of the Banquet 
we had the honor to remember a Scouter who meant a lot 
to all of us in the Broken Arrow Ceremony that was done 
for Brian Morgan. I hope everyone enjoyed the Banquet 
and is ready for a great year. 
WWW, 

Aaron Gluck 
Banquet Chair 

Vigil Honor Class of 2014 (Left to Right) 

Mike McLoughlin,  John Irvine, Vincent Greco, Joe Pierro, Robbie Crum, Marvin Cunha, Wyatt Bunch,  and Lee Mooty 
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“Change Service Requested“ 

Section Confrence 2014 

Upcoming Events 
March 7-9th 
Spring Ordeal 
April 11th-13th 
Section Conference 
May 16th-18th 
Summer Pow-wow 

This year’s Section Conference is being held April 11th – 13th up at Camp Shands near 
Gainesville. This event is a state-wide gathering of Arrowmen that includes lodge 
competitions, seminars, games, and more! We currently plan on leaving for the con-
ference on the evening of the 11th and coming back in the afternoon of the 13th. In 
the next couple weeks, a flyer will be available, which will also have the sign up forms 
and a full description of this amazing event. This is definitely something you won’t 
want to miss and PLEASE, if you would like to participate in the Lodge vs. Lodge 
Games, which include Ultimate Frisbee, Tug of War, Volleyball, and Lodge Ball, be 
sure to attend this coming Spring Ordeal. We will be having sign-ups and selections 
for these events at our Chapter vs. Chapter games that weekend. 
You can email lodge237@gmail.com if you have any questions and 
expect to see sign information on our website soon.  
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